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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  4A 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  20-1:  MODULE  4 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  2 ASSIGNMENT 

Your  mark  for  this  module  will  be  determined  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments  in  the 
Assignment  Booklets. 

There  are  two  section  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet.  The  value  of  each  question  is 
stated  in  the  left  margin.  This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  110  marks  out  of  the  total  of  210 
marks  for  Module  4. 

Work  slowly  and  carefully.  If  you  have  difficulties,  review  the  appropriate  section  before 
completing  the  assignment. 

You’re  encouraged  to  use  a computer  and  word-processing  application  for  many  of  these 
questions.  If  you  use  a computer,  be  sure  that  you  submit  a printed  copy  that  has  been  carefully 
proofread.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  question  number  on  each  page. 
Alternatively,  you  may  be  able  to  arrange  with  your  teacher  to  submit  your  written  assignments 
by  e-mail. 


Section  1 Assignment:  The  Media  and  You 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  responses  in  the  appropriate 
places. 


1.  a.  The  control,  regulation,  and/or  censorship  of  the  mass  media  is  a difficult — and  perhaps 
impossible — challenge  today.  Suggest  reasons  to  explain  why  this  is  so. 
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b.  Identify  and  briefly  explain  a few  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  controlling, 
regulating,  and  censoring  the  media. 


c.  Do  you  think  that  the  government  should  attempt  to  control,  regulate,  and/or  censor  the 
mass  media?  Answer  this  question  in  a paragraph  or  two.  Support  your  opinion  with 
reasons  and  examples. 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 


English  Language  Arts  20-1 : Module  4 


3 


Assignment  Booklet  4A 


2. 


Those  who  own  the  mass  media  claim  that  the  media  follow  and  reflect  community  standards 
of  moral  behaviour.  Other  people  criticize  the  media  for  the  content  of  the  programs  and  their 
scheduling  (the  time  that  these  programs  are  shown). 


As  a television  viewer,  what  comments  and  recommendations  would  you  make  to  the 
manager  of  a television  network  about  programming? 


Write  a letter  to  the  manager,  expressing  your  ideas  on  the  content  and  the  time  of  the 
programs.  Use  a correct  letter  format  for  this  assignment.  (If  you’ve  forgotten  how  to  format 
a formal  letter,  refer  to  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  for  Secondary  Students.) 
You’ll  have  to  invent  details  for  the  inside  address  of  the  television  network.  (Alternatively, 
you  can  use  a phone  book  to  locate  the  real  address  of  a TV  network,  make  a copy  of  your 
letter,  and  send  it.  Most  TV  networks  are  happy  to  hear  from  their  viewers.) 


Assessment  Criteria  10  marks 

Content  and  Organization  5 marks 

• Ideas  are  appropriate,  thoughtful,  and  clearly  presented. 

• Audience,  tone,  and  purpose  have  been  considered. 

• Ideas  have  been  effectively  organized. 

Format  and  Writing  Skills  5 marks 

• The  letter  has  been  skilfully  revised  and  edited. 

• The  letter  is  correctly  formatted. 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 


English  Language  Arts  20-1 : Module  4 


5 


Assignment  Booklet  4A 


page  23  of  the  Module  4 Student  Module  Booklet 


1’  ''  I'L:'.'  ' ' < . -r^'  ' -"s* 
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3.  The  following  questions  are  based  on  the  poem  “The  Unknown  Citizen.” 

a.  Why  is  a monument  being  erected  by  the  State  (the  government)  to  the  Unknown 
Citizen? 


b.  Who  is  the  speaker  of  this  poem? 


c.  What  tone  does  the  speaker  use? 


d.  In  what  ways  is  the  man  described  in  the  poem  a model  citizen  of  his  time  and  society? 
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e.  Why  is  the  title  of  this  poem  ironic? 


f.  Reread  the  last  two  lines  of  the  poem.  What  is  the  author’s  message  (the  theme)  about 
modem  life? 


When  you’ve  finished  responding  to  the  preceding  question: 
return  to  page^7  of  the  Module  4 Student  Module  Booklet 


■ 


4.  As  you’re  likely  aware,  magazines  generate  most  of  their  revenue  through  advertising,  not 
through  subscriptions.  Look  through  several  different  magazines,  and  examine  the  ads. 
Locate  ads  that  have  examples  of  the  following  items.  (For  each  item,  give  the  name  of  the 
magazine  in  which  you  found  the  ad.) 


© 


a.  Find  an  ad  that  contains  a slogan.  Give  the  name  of  the  product  and  quote  the  slogan. 
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b.  Find  an  ad  that  uses  a testimonial.  Give  the  name  of  the  product  and  the  name  of  the 
celebrity  or  a description  of  the  person  used  in  the  testimonial. 


c.  Find  an  ad  that  uses  a weasel  word.  Give  the  name  of  the  product  and  quote  the  sentence 
with  the  weasel  word.  Indicate  the  weasel  word  by  underlining  or  highlighting  it. 


d.  Find  an  ad  that  uses  an  unfinished  claim.  Give  the  name  of  the  product  and  quote  the 
sentence  with  the  unfinished  claim. 


e.  Find  an  ad  that  uses  one  of  the  appeals  you  studied  in  this  lesson.  Give  the  name  of  the 
product  and  explain  the  appeal  used  to  sell  the  product. 


^hen  you’ve  finished  responding  to  the  preceding  question 
return  to  page  48  of  the  Module  4 Student  Module  Booklet 
and  continue  working  where  you  left 


s 
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5.  Look  at  the  following  sample  magazine  advertisement;  then  answer  the  questions. 


Bits-o-Wheat 


Breakfast  Cere 


All  Natural. 
All  you’ll  need 

Live  life  to  its  fullest  Start  your  da) 
off  right  with  Bits-o-Wheat 
Get  the  energy  to  live 
the  way  nature 
intended.'^^^' 


a.  Does  this  advertisement  make  any  specific  claims?  Explain  your  answer. 


© 


b.  What  human  needs,  fears,  or  desires  does  this  ad  appeal  to? 
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c.  What  is  the  product’s  slogan?  What  message  does  it  communicate? 


d.  Why  was  this  particular  photograph  selected  for  the  advertisement?  In  your  response, 
explain  the  message  the  photo  conveys. 


e. 


Who  do  you  think  is  the  intended  audience  of  this  advertisement?  Give  reasons  for  yom 
response. 


f.  What  beliefs  about  society  are  indirectly  reflected  in  this  ad? 
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6.  Imagine  that  you’ve  been  hired  by  the  Canadian  government  to  design  an  advertising 

campaign  to  persuade  teenagers  to  protect  themselves  by  wearing  helmets  while  participating 
in  outdoor  activities.  As  you  may  know,  head  injuries  can  result  in  expensive  medical 
treatment,  extended  care  in  hospitals,  lifelong  disability,  and,  in  some  cases,  death. 

For  this  assignment,  you  don’t  have  to  create  the  advertisements  or  commercials.  Instead,  you 
have  to  decide  on  the  kind  of  advertising  that  will  be  most  effective  for  this  target  audience. 

Develop  a written  proposal,  describing  your  ideas  for  the  campaign.  Your  proposal  should 
include  plans  for  ads  in  at  least  three  types  of  mass  media.  In  your  proposal,  you  should 
recommend 

• the  kinds  of  media  that  you  beheve  will  reach  most  teens  (Be  specific  in  indicating 
which  magazines,  newspapers,  radio  and  TV  stations,  for  example,  should  be  used.) 

• the  advertising  techniques  and  devices  that  you  beheve  will  be  most  effective  in 
persuading  teens  to  wear  helmets 

• an  effective  verbal  message  to  be  included  in  the  ad  (either  printed  or  spoken) 

• the  kinds  of  photographs  or  other  images  you  would  like  to  include  in  any  print  media 


Assessment  Criteria  10  marks 


♦ 1^^  for  vis^is  are  thoughtful  and  appropriate. 


^ir  imdeptandmg  o 
been  deilpnstrated- 


Is  are  v and  well  chosen. 


are  im^inative  and  well  developed.  The  audience  and 

ise  of  tl^  campaign  have  been  carefully  considered.  3 marks 


{tanding  of  advertising  techniques  and  devices 


ice  of  effective  revision  and  editing. 


2 marks 


2 marks 


2 marks 


1 mark 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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When  you’ve  finished  responding  to  the  preceding  question 
page  58  of  the  Module  4 Student  Modul 
and  continue  working  where  you  left  o 


J 
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Section  2:  The  Art  of  Persuasion 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefuUy  and  record  your  responses  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1.  Each  of  the  following  statements  contains  an  error  in  reasoning.  Indicate  the  logical  fallacy 
and  briefly  explain  why  the  statement  is  a false  argument. 

a.  Using  animals  for  research  is  cruel.  How  would  you  like  to  be  used  for  an  experiment? 


b.  People  who  are  opposed  to  immigration  are  racists. 


c.  Don’t  take  Spanish  from  Ms.  Cardoza.  Jim  was  in  her  class  and  he  hated  it. 


d.  In  my  experience,  teenagers  can  never  get  up  in  the  morning;  I hope  you  won’t  be  late  for 
work  on  the  early  shift. 


e.  Pierre  Elliott  Trudeau  was  Canada’s  greatest  prime  minister. 
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f.  Five  minutes  after  the  suspect  left  the  building,  the  bomb  exploded.  He’s  clearly  the 
bomber. 


g.  Canada  should  follow  the  U.S.  example  and  permit  privately  owned  hospitals  and  clinics. 


h.  Either  we  spend  more  tax  dollars  on  education,  or  we’ll  become  a third-world  country. 


i.  Two  Asian  students  in  my  math  course  got  100%  on  their  tests;  Asian  people  are  good  in 
math. 


j.  Jennifer  should  be  our  class  president;  everyone  likes  her. 
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Questions  2 to  6 are  based  on  Meghan  Cox  Gordon’s  essay  “The  Great  Video  Pacifier.” 

2.  Is  this  essay  structured  according  to  the  traditional  pattern  in  which  the  thesis  is  presented  in 
the  introduction  and  repeated  in  the  conclusion?  In  your  response,  quote  the  sentence  in  this 
article  that  best  represents  the  essay’s  thesis  statement. 


3.  How  does  this  writer  provide  support  for  her  argument?  Give  examples  in  your  response. 


4. 


Reread  the  last  paragraph  of  this  essay.  What  does  the  writer  accomplish  in  her  conclusion? 
Be  specific. 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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5.  Reread  the  entire  essay,  focusing  on  the  author’s  use  of  language.  How  does  Meghan  Cox 
Gurdon  use  emotive  language  to  support  her  views?  Be  sure  to  give  examples. 


6.  Suppose  that  Meghan  Cox  Gurdon  wanted  to  adapt  her  essay  to  use  it  as  a letter  to  the  editor 
of  a newspaper.  What  changes  do  you  think  she  should  make?  (Review  the  tips  on  writing 
letters  to  the  editor  that  you  read  earlier  in  this  lesson.) 
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7. 


Now  it’s  your  turn  to  express  an  opinion.  Choose  an  issue  that  you’re  interested  in  and  write  a 
letter  to  the  editor  of  a newspaper  or  magazine  voicing  your  views  on  the  issue.  Your  letter 
should  be  approximately  200  words  in  length.  (Note:  You  aren’t  required  to  use  a formal 
letter  format  for  this  assignment.) 


If  you’re  having  trouble  selecting  a topic,  here  are  some  tips  to  assist  you: 


• Skim  through  a magazine  or  newspaper,  and  find  an  article  that  interests  you.  Then 
write  a letter  to  the  editor  responding  to  the  ideas  in  that  article. 

• Reread  the  questions  at  the  beginning  of  Lesson  2.  Write  a letter  to  the  editor  on  one  of 
those  topics. 

• Watch  a news  broadcast  on  television.  Choose  one  news  item  and  write  a letter 
responding  to  the  issue  raised  in  the  news  item. 

• Respond  to  the  sentiments  expressed  by  Chuck  LeBoef  and/or  H.A.M  Burger  in  then- 
letters  in  Lesson  2.  You  may  be  able  to  polish  the  entry  you  wrote  in  response  to 
Journal  Suggestion  4G. 


Assessment  Criteria  10  marks 


• A suitable  topic  has  been  chosen.  1 mark 

• The  letter  is  interesting  and  persuasive,  2 marks 

♦ The  opinion  has  been  expressed  clearly  and  supported  appropriately.  2 marks 

• The  ideas  have  been  skilfully  organized.  2 marks 

* An  appropriate  tone  has  been  used.  2 marks 

♦ The  writing  has  been  effectively  revised  and  edited.  Lmark 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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hen  you’ve  finished  responding  to  the  preceding  question 
turn  to  page  76  of  the  Module  4 Student  Module  Booklet 


3 
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8.  The  following  sentences  are  taken  from  the  Inaugural  Address  of  American  President 
John  F.  Kennedy,  given  on  January  20,  1961.  Although  this  speech  is  relatively  short 
(only  1343  words),  it’s  considered  to  be  one  of  the  best  oratorical  works  of  recent  times. 
Analyse  each  sentence,  describing  its  type,  function,  beginning,  and  the  device  used  to  create 
emphasis. 

(D 

a.  Let  every  nation  know,  whether  it  wishes  us  well  or  ill,  that  we  shall  pay  any  price,  bear 
any  burden,  meet  any  hardship,  support  any  friend,  oppose  any  foe  to  assure  the  survival 
and  the  success  of  liberty. 


(D 

b.  To  those  old  allies  whose  cultural  and  spiritual  origins  we  share,  we  pledge  the  loyalty  of 
faithful  friends. 


c.  United,  there  is  little  we  cannot  do  in  a host  of  co-operative  ventures. 
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d.  To  this  we  pledge — and  more. 


e.  If  a free  society  cannot  help  the  many  who  are  poor,  it  cannot  save  the  few  who  are  rich. 


f.  Let  us  never  negotiate  out  of  fear,  but  let  us  never  fear  to  negotiate. 


g.  Together  let  us  explore  the  stars,  conquer  the  deserts,  eradicate  disease,  tap  the  ocean 
depths  and  encourage  the  arts  and  commerce. 
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h.  Will  you  join  in  that  historic  effort? 


The  energy,  the  faith,  the  devotion  which  we  bring  to  this  endeavor  will  light  our  country 
and  all  who  serve  it,  and  the  glow  from  that  fire  can  truly  light  the  world. 


j.  And  so,  my  fellow  Americans,  ask  not  what  your  country  can  do  for  you;  ask  what  you 
can  do  for  your  country. 


hen  you  ve  finished  responding  to  the  preceding  question: 
return  to  page  89  of  the  Module  4 Student  Module  Booklet 


I 
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9. 


In  Lesson  4,  you  thought  about  preparing  and  presenting  an  effective  speech. 


Pretend  that  your  community  or  neighbourhood  is  considering  the  building  of  a 
multipurpose  facility  that  would  serve  a variety  of  purposes.  A public  meeting  has  been 
called,  and  you’ve  been  asked  to  attend  to  present  the  views  of  teens.  Prepare  a 
three-minute  speech  (approximately),  either  supporting  or  opposing  the  building  of  this 
facility.  As  part  of  your  preparation,  put  your  speech  prompts  on  note  cards. 


After  you’ve  rehearsed  the  speech  as  much  as  necessary,  record  yourself  on  an 
audiocassette  (or  with  some  other  technology  that  your  teacher  has  agreed  to).  Label  the 
recording  with  your  name  and  course  number,  and  send  it  in  for  assessment.  As  well, 
submit  the  note  cards  you  used  to  deliver  the  speech. 


Here  are  some  tips  to  help  you  with  this  assignment.  Feel  free  to  use  other  strategies  that 
work  for  you. 


• Review  the  information  in  Lesson  4 about  preparing  a speech. 

• After  you’ve  decided  what  position  you’ll  take  on  this  issue,  brainstorm  supporting 
ideas  for  your  position;  or,  if  you  prefer,  use  a web.  Invent  whatever  details  you 
think  necessary  concerning  the  facility  and  the  community,  but  be  realistic  in  your 
ideas. 

• When  you’re  satisfied  with  your  written  speech,  convert  it  into  notes  and  do  your 
best  to  deliver  your  speech  without  reading  it  word  for  word. 

• Rehearse  your  speech  several  times  before  you  make  your  final  recording.  If 
possible,  ask  someone  to  listen  to  your  speech  and  provide  feedback  for  you. 

• Check  your  recording  before  sending  it  in  to  be  sure  that  your  recording  is  clear 
and  complete.  Before  submitting  it,  set  it  so  that  your  teacher  can  access  the 
recording  easily. 

• Remember  to  submit  your  note  cards. 
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5„,«. 

: B ♦ Jdeas  are  clear  and  thoughtfijl;  ^^asiye  and  credible  reasons  and  examples  are  " 


i • The  student  has  spbken  clearly  imd  used  appropriate  expression  and  emphasis. 
' " ♦'/Effective  paicing  has  been%€d.^_^^j2?i,  - ...j. 

The  tone  is  sincere  and  convincing.  / 

!#■<  ■: 


b.  Now  prepare  an  assessment  form  with  at  least  nine  questions  that  you  can  use  to  assess 
your  speech.  Consider  both  content  and  delivery.  Have  all  your  questions  based  on  a 
scale  of  1 to  5 (with  5 being  the  highest  score)  and  score  your  own  speech.  To  give  you 
the  idea,  an  assessment  form  has  been  started  for  you. 


!)  made^  e^jjectkt^,  ap^^ina^pAiaie,  and  iM/Ued  j 

p<icincf^. 
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10.  The  track  titled  “The  Used  Car”  on  your  English  Language  Arts  20-1  Audio  CD  is  a 

persuasive  sales  pitch  from  a used-car  salesperson.  Listen  to  this  track  now  and  answer  the 
following  questions. 

^ a.  What  persuasive  devices  are  used  in  this  speech?  Identify  at  least  six  and  quote  from  the 

recording  to  provide  examples.  If  you  find  devices  not  discussed  in  the  lesson,  feel  free 
to  mention  them. 


b.  Are  you  given  any  useful  information  about  the  vehicle  in  this  sales  pitch?  Explain  your 
response. 
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c.  Would  this  speech  be  effective  with  some  customers?  Give  reasons  for  your  response. 
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